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as the King appeared very much surprised on
reading it, and said, " It must be allowed, M. le
Lieutenant of Police, that you are well informed."
M. Berrier added, "I think it my duty to tell
Your Majesty that this lady passes for a very
intriguing person." " I believe/' replied the King,
"that it is not without deserving it that she has
got that character,"

Madame de Pompadour had many vexations
in the midst of all her grandeur. She often
received anonymous letters, threatening her with
poison or assassination: her greatest fear, how-
ever, was that of being supplanted by a rival. I
never saw her in a greater agitation than, one
evening, on her return from the drawing-room at
Marly. She threw down her cloak and muff, the
instant she came in, with an air of ill-humour,
and undressed herself in a hurried manner.ing's   hand,
